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June started off with me taking personal leave to reset, 
reconnect, and recommit myself to my family. We were 
able to celebrate a milestone for my oldest daughter as she 
graduated high school. 


After my leave, | was able to reset, reconnect, and recommit 
myself to our Hospital Corps family, as we celebrated a 
remarkable milestone: the 126th birthday of the most 
decorated rate in the United States Navy. 


As the only enlisted Corps in the Navy and the only rate who 
commits to an oath above our enlistment oath: our beloved 
Hospital Corps. For over 126 years, the Hospital Corps has 
embodied bravery, solidarity, and unwavering service to our 
nation and fellow countrymen. It was marked by heartwarming 
celebrations across the fleet, capturing the spirit of the Hospital Corps. 


| had the privilege of celebrating with our shipmates in Navy Medicine Readiness and Training Commands 
Quantico, Jacksonville, and Lejeune. These events, ranging from grand cake-cutting ceremonies in elegant hotels, 
to MRE cakes cut out in the field, or even cupcakes shared in a battle dressing station or battalion aid station, 
each celebration was a testament to the unbreakable bond that unites us. 


| want to recognize and applaud all those who labored and volunteered their time in organizing these HM 
Balls. As we reflect on these celebrations, | encourage the entire Hospital Corps to continue carrying on the 
tradition of HM Balls. These events are vital to our identity, and it’s essential that the younger generation of 
hospital corpsmen experience and embrace this tradition so it is never forgotten. 


The last week of June was closed out with my attendance at the MCPON’s Leadership Mess Symposium. The 
main theme for this week was to ensure that our naval forces are ready to be employed in a high-end fight with 
a peer adversary by 2027. The agenda highlighted competence, character, and culture. We discussed enlisted 
leader development, Culture of Excellence 2.0, global force management, and many other topics to keep our 
warfighters in the fight. 

As we look back on these celebrations, command engagements, and leadership symposiums, it is clear that 
our strength lies in our unity. We are winning because we have each other, standing side by side in service and 
support. My heartfelt gratitude goes out to all our Sailors for your unwavering commitment to serving our 
beloved Hospital Corps and our Navy. 


As always, stay motivated, stay hydrated, and change your socks! 
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CAREER COUNSELOR CORNER 


Have you completed your required ELD courses yet? Don’t miss your opportunity 
to take an advancement exam! Below are the cutoff dates for the upcoming exam 
cycles. For questions please contact your ESO. 


Due dates for ELD will be promulgated via cycle NAVADMINs as follows: 
CYCLE 266 - AC/TAR E7: 31 DEC 2024 for JAN 2025 NWAE 

CYCLE 116 - SELRES E5-E7: 31 JAN 2025 for FEB 2025 NWAE 

CYCLE 267 - AC/TAR E5-E6 NWAE/RKE: 28 FEB 2025 for MAR 2025 NWAE/RKE 


The above keeps in line with ELD NAVADMINs 254/21 and 237/23, while allowing time for ESOs to properly 
validate eligibility and prepare for administration of the exam. To view the fact sheet, click HERE. 


Enlisted Leader Development Fact Sheet 
POC: ELD Program Manager | AVCM Steven Rush | 


* 
steven.a.rush.mil@us.navy.mil 
MyNAVYHE Oct. 3, 2023 
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NAVADMIN 237/23 announces updates to the Navy Enlisted Leader Development (ELD) Program. 


Who needs to know? 

All Active Component and Reserve Sailors across All Ratings 
Command Training Departments 

Navy Career Counselors 

ESO 

Triads 


What you need to know — key points 

e ELD will be a prerequisite to take the Navy Wide Advancement Exam (NWAE) for E-6 and E-7 starting in 
2025. 

e ELD will be a requirement for eligibility for selection to E-8 commencing with the Fiscal Year 2026 
Selection Board. 

e E-4ELD will still be available but is not yet a requirement for eligibility for advancement. 

e ELD is designed to be a shared effort of all Navy Chiefs. ELD will be conducted by Naval Leadership 
and Ethics Center (NLEC) and qualified facilitators who have completed the appropriate facilitator 
certification courses. 

e Command training leaders will utilize the Enterprise Navy Training Reservation System (ENTRS), 
Corporate Enterprise Training Activity Resource Systems (CETARS), and Catalog of Navy Training 
Courses (CANTRAC) for viewing and requesting quotas, monitoring students’ reservations, and tracking 
convenings and graduating classes. 

e The primary website for ELD information, course descriptions and enrollment is now 
https://www.netc.navy.mil/ELD/ with additional information and resources such as course material for 
Fleet facilitators and student reservations for non-NLEC hosted classes available on the ELD 
SharePoint site at https://flankspeed.sharepoint-mil.us/sites/MYNAVYHR_NLEC/ELD (CAC login 
required). 

e Naval Special Warfare (NSW) E-6 and E-7 Sailors (Special Warfare Operator (SO) and Special Boat 
Operator (SB)) must take NSW courses equivalent to the ELD courses for those pay grades in lieu of the 
NLEC ELD courses. 
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS INDEPENDENT DUTY CORPSMEN (SOIDCS) 
2s = *  SOIDCs are non-physician medical providers supporting direct action, amphibious and ground x Pz 
1E NAVY MEDICINE 


reconnaissance; maritime interdiction; foreign intemal defense: irregular and unconventional warfare; {j. 
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SOIDGs are Naval Special Warfare Hospital Corpsmen, Special Operators, Force Reconnaissance 
Hospital Corpsmen, MARSOC Hospital Corpsmen, and Special Warfare Combat Crewmen selected by 


their command to receive advanced medical training, skills and knowledge to perform duties as SEAL | 
G 2 SERVICES medics or FMF Reconnaissance Hospital Corpsmen. 
AND THE SURFACE 


NAVY MEDICINE FAST FACTS 


duly 2024 


SOIDCs attend a 24-week fast-paced course that includes extended care of trauma patients in a field 


This document serves as a comprehensive and engaging resource showcasing the diverse career paths, 
impactful contributions, and unique culture of Navy Medicine. Fast Facts highlights the outstanding 
achievements and contributions of Navy Medicine personnel and serves as a reference to succinctly 
communicate the Navy Medicine mission and priorities. Download the latest issue HERE 
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H1iM3 Joseph M. Kitchin\ 


Sailors and staff aboard Navy Medicine Readiness and Training Command (NMRTC) Cherry Point celebrated the 
advancement of a Sailor and the “Tacking of the Crow,” July 1. 


Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Joseph Kitchin promoted to the rank during a ceremony held that morning, which 
also saw an observance of Navy tradition. 


“Tacking of the Crow” is a Navy tradition where Sailors sewed, or “tacked” the rank of petty officer to a newly 
promoted peer. 


Often the rank would be donated from a fellow Sailor due to the short supply of insignia while at sea. Each Sailor 
would take a turn stitching the donated rank while imparting advice. 


Kitchin serves aboard the clinic in the preventative medicine department. 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Command Advance to Position (CA2P) 
Command Advance to Position [(CA2P) will replace 
the seasonal Meritorious Advancement Program 
(MAP) for Navy-wide promotions to E-5 and E-6 over 
the next two calendar years. CA2P allows 
commanders to fill open billets in any rating fexcept 
nuclear} by recommending deserving Sailors for 
advancement to the corresponding pay grade 
Details about CA2P and how Sailors can benefit are 
available in NAVADMIN TV/24 


NAVY CULTURE 


Calling all Warfighters! Dive into CNO Franchetti's 


Reading List and discover thought-provoking 
books that will inspire and challenge you. Explore 
leadership, history, and personal development 
through the lens of warfighting. Need a starting 
point? Take a look at these books 

¢ “The Boys in the Boat" by Daniel James Brown 
¢ “War Transformed" by Mick Ryan 

¢ “Engineers of Victory” by Paul Kennedy 


¢ “Winning a Future War" by Norman Friedman 


maratory 
Program (EMDP2) 


Are you interested in going to medical school? The 


Enlisted to Medical Degree Preparatory Progran 
(EMDP?2) is 3 tv -year, full-time education curriculum 
for enlisted milita 
school applications 


members to prepare for medica 


Selectees will be immersed ir 
classroom instruction, MCAT preperation, and clinica 
experiences. Students will also receive orders to be a 
part of the Uniformed Services University of the Healtt 


Sciences and remain on active duty. Applications for 


FY25 enrollment are due Sept. 30, 2024 


NEG SPOTLIGHT 


Advanced Radiology Technologists (L17A) are trained and qualified corpsmen who perform advanced radiologic 
procedures and operate specialized imaging equipment. L17As work Navy hospitals and clinics, aboard ships, 
and in field medical units, supporting both routine operations and deployments to combat zones or humanitarian 
missions. They collaborate with radiologists to provide accurate diagnostic imaging and patient care. They are 
trained in radiation safety, patient preparation, and maintaining high standards of image quality. L17As can 
earn certification in various imaging modalities through the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists 
such as radiology, computed tomography, magnetic resonance imaging, ultrasound and mammography. This 
unique aspect of their role highlights their critical contribution to the health and operational readiness of Navy 
personnel. 


Incentives 
e TAR Program: advancement from E-4 to E-5 
e RB: Zone B: 1.5/S45K, ZONE C: 1.5/$30K 


e Education Incentives: associates degree upon successful completion of school, opportunity to 
challenge multiple national certifications in radiology through ARRT (radiology, CT, MRI, ultrasound, 
mammography, etc.) 


e Eligible to acquire additional radiology NECs (L15A Ultrasound, L16A Mammography) 
Enlisted Technical Leaders 
HMC Patrick R. Malveda HM1 Adam W. Johnson 
PatrickJames.R.Malveda.mil@health.mil Adam.W.Johnson28.mil@health.mil 


For more information, contact your Command Career Counselor or visit 


COMMAND IN THE SPOTLIGHT 


Readiness Training Command (NMRTC) Jacksonville, NMRTC Portsmouth, and NMRTC Bethesda staged 

and tested $4.8M worth of medical and dental equipment and conducted drills aboard the expeditionary 
fast transport vessel, USNS Cody (T-EPF 14). Their efforts were instrumental in proving medical and dental 
capabilities on EPF platforms. 


O:: a 10-day evolution, Sailors assigned from Expeditionary Medical Unit (EMU) 1, Navy Medicine and 


“One of the biggest challenges in operational medicine is transporting the patient to the caregivers, or 
vice versa,” said Capt. Joseph Fitzpatrick, the officer-in-charge of EMU-1. “EPF platforms can potentially do both 
by establishing a fast moving, multidisciplinary, expeditionary medical asset than can serve as a bridge between 
vessels and the shore for the care and transport of injured or ill warfighters.” 


Following the completion of the technical test, the EMU crew departed, but they will return for future 
deployments, and will be the ones setting the standard. With the first EMU onboard, the USNS Cody will be able 
to provide important medical care for emergencies at sea, including critical care, immediate damage control, 
mental health support, long-term care, and basic medical needs. This will help military personnel at sea by filling 
in medical need’s gaps. 


EMU-1 is a part of NMRTC Jacksonville; established on Oct. 1, 2018. NMRTC Jacksonville supports 
warfighters’ medical readiness to deploy and clinicians’ readiness to save lives. NMRTC Jacksonville, under Naval 
Medical Forces Atlantic (NMEFL) regional authority, includes five Navy Medicine Readiness and Training Units in 
Albany and Kings Bay, Georgia; and in Jacksonville, Key West, and Mayport, Florida. 


BRAVO ZULU JOB WELL DUNE! 


NMOTC DET Naval Expeditionary Medical Training Institute, Camp Pendelton, California 


Construction Mechanic 1st Class Jeremy Hermes is a staff Instructor and 
subject matter expert at Navy Medicine Operational Training Command, 
Detachment Naval Expeditionary Medical Training Institute. 


He took responsibility and personal initiative in revamping the civil engineer 
service equipment capabilities that enabled increased throughput, which 
made significant impact in the delivery of expeditionary medicine platforms 
highlighting the Navy Surgeon General’s first line of effort. 


As a Seabee in a medical training command, he has fully integrated and 
engaged in all facets of hyper-realistic medical training in an expeditionary 
setting to include two expeditionary medical facilities, five expeditionary 
resuscitative surgical System teams and four en-route care system teams which has earned him high praise and 
accolades from staff and students. 


His leadership effort and “Can Do” attitude is vital to the Navy Medicine team. 


BRAVO ZULU to one of the NAVY’S FINEST!!! 
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Spiritual Readiness 


garage for several months (March 2024) due to our recent PCS. | assumed | could assemble the parts 
without the using user’s manual. After 10-15 minutes of failing, | became very frustrated, walked away to 
get water, and took some deep breaths. 


O ne Sunday morning in July 2024, | decided to set-up my children’s trampoline which was stored in the 


My wife happened to see me in the kitchen and immediately witnessed my exasperation- asking if everything 
was, Okay? | vented to my wife about the trampoline and | not getting along for about 90 seconds. My bride then 
said in her kindest voice, “why don’t you find and use the manual it came with to assist you”... As always, my 
wife was 100% percent correct. After finding the manual, the assembling of the trampoline was smooth sailing. 


There are many times in my life when | attempt to operate on my own without following the guidance that 
has already been placed upon me. As a person of faith, moving without direction and instruction will cause 
discouragement and will contribute to me going towards a path that | am not suppose be on, leading to more 
trials and tribulations. 


Avoiding the hardships of life is inevitable, but adversity and hurdles are much easier when we live a life that 
has meaning, purpose, value, and sacrificial service. In our warfighting organization, we refer to this as Spiritual 
Readiness (SR). 


My questions to you are: Are you spiritually fit and ready to endure life’s challenges? Is your family spiritually fit 
and ready to endure life’s challenges? If not, then | challenge you to ask yourself the question, why? 


Stay 


spiritua 
Fit 
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For many years these sailoes stoo ev RY. . dy foes 
While some of us were in our bunks at night these Sailors sto thee [oe ee 
While some of us were in school learning our trade these shipmate tood t ie watch. 
Yes.. even before some of us were born into this w orld these sare’) stood the watch. 
e tes ~ % 
In those years when the storm clouds of war were seen brewing on the horizon of history these shipmates stood 
the watch. Many times they would cast an eye ashore and see their family standing there, needing their guidance 
and help, needing that hand to hold during those hard times but they still stood the watch. 


They stood the watch for twenty years or more. They stood the watch so that we, our families and our fellow 

countrymen could sleep soundly in safety, each and every night, knowing that a Sailor stood the watch. Today 

we are here to say, Shipmates the watch stands relieved. Relieved by those you have trained, guided, and led. 
Shipmates you stand relieved. 


WE HAVE THE WATCH 


we aT t Peau 
mn BIT NEVER FORGOTTEN 


23, of Miami, Florida, died June 18, 2010, of wounds from an IED blast while conducting combat operations in 
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. Ortega was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1 Marine Division, | Marine 
Expeditionary Force. 


19, of Fort Mohave, Arizona, died June 20, 2008, while conducting combat operations in Farah Province, Afghanistan. 
Burnett was assigned to First Marine Division Detachment, Twentynine Palms, California. 


19, of Hemet California, died June 18, 2008, of wounds sustained in a rocket attack in northern Paktika Province, 
Afghanistan. Retmier was assigned to Provincial Reconstruction Team, Sharana, in Afghanistan. 


22, of Donalsonville, Georgia, died June 9, 2006, from injuries sustained earlier in the day when the vehicle in which he 
was riding struck a land mine. His unit was conducting combat operations against enemy forces in the Al Anbar Province 
of Iraq. Alday was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, 7th Regimental Combat Team, 1st Marine Expeditionary 
Force (Forward), Camp Pendleton, California. 


29, of Bay City, Wisconsin, died June 5, 2006, as a result of enemy action in Al Anbar province, Iraq. Jaenke was assigned 
to Navy Mobile Construction Battalion 25 out of Ft. McCoy, Wisconsin, but she had moved back to lowa Falls, lowa, in 
July 2005. 


37, of Pomona, California, died June 15, 2005, as a result of enemy small arms fire while conducting combat operations in 
al-Anbar province, Iraq. Baez was assigned to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward). 


20, of Midland, Michigan, died while conducting a dismounted patrol in the Now Zad district, Helmand province, 
Afghanistan, on July 12, 2011. Ullom was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, Regimental Combat Team 8, 
2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force at Camp Lejeune, N.C. 


21, of Whittier, California, died July 24, 2007, as a result of enemy action while conducting security operations in Dilaya 
Province, Iraq. Noble was permanently assigned to 1st Marine Division, FMF Pacific, Camp Pendleton, California. 


26, of Surrency, Georgia, died July 21, 2005, of wounds received July 15 from an improvised explosive device during 
combat operations in Hit, Iraq. Youngblood was assigned to Naval Hospital Great Lakes, and deployed with the II Marine 
Expeditionary Force (Forward). 


Director, Hospital Corps 
FORCM PatrickPaul “PaP” C. Mangaran 


Deputy Director, Hospital Corps 
HMCM Hansen Lafoucade 


Hospital Corps Planner - Lead 
HMCM Leslie R. Giuy 


Hospital Corps Planner 
HMC Allen Ayers 


Hospital Corps Planner 
HMC Matt Malone 


Executive Assistant to the FORCM 
HMC Raymond T. Pomida 


Public Affairs Editor 


Ms. Bobbie A. Camp 


Contact us: 

U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
7700 Arlington Blvd 

Falls Church VA 22042 

Phone: 703-681-8946 
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